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Preface

Turkey is a Eurasian country located in both Europe and Asia. 97% of its
territory is in Asia, and the remaining 3% is in Europe. The Asian part is called
Anatolia while the European section is referred to as Thrace. The country has a total
area of 783,562 km? including the lakes, and the population equals 78,000,000 as of
2015. GDP nominal ranking lists Turkey as the 17th largest economy in the world.
Founded in 1923, the Republic of Turkey is the successor of the Ottoman Empire. The
Ottoman Empire was founded in 1299 and had a total area of 5,200,000 km? in 1683,
which shrinked to 1,800,000 km? in 1918. Today, traces of the past are evident in
various fields. Such features are of great importance in culture and social life. On the
other hand, economy, education, and science underwent huge changes. Turkey, a
geographic and cultural bridge between the East and West, is going through a rapid
transformation in social relations, culture, economy, politics, and science to name a
few. Once an important representative of the eastern culture, the Ottoman Empire was
more advanced than the many western countries in a number of fields. Today,
however, Turkey is largely under the economic and cultural sway of the West.
Extremely rapid changes in communication in the last few years have accelerated
globalization, and communication among states has reached an unprecedented level.
Industrialization that started in the West and turned into a powerful phenomenon has
been losing its influence, and the economic power is gradually shifting to the East.
Turkey enjoys a highly important geostrategic location due to its glorious past and
state tradition. Its location is also significant in terms of civilization.

Turkey was greatly affected by the incidents that occurred in the area in the last
200 years and, consequently, gradually became withdrawn. It was unable to keep up
with developments and suffered from a disconnection from the world. Changes
happening in the late 20" century and the early 21% century affected Turkey, and
economic, political, and cultural changes began.

The main purpose of this book is to make the voice of Turkish scientists heard by
EU, the Balkans, and eventually, the world. The book brings together a number of
academics from different countries, cities, universities, and areas and enhancing
scientific cooperation among them. This book composed of 63 chapters is an
interdisciplinary work and it offers insight into the reflection of the past upon the
present, and contains research on the Ottoman period and modern Turkey. Such
research encompasses history, environment, geography, health, education, and some
other fields.

Many thanks go to everyone and, in particular, the researchers who put their
effort into the compilation and publication of this book.

The Editors
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